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Synopsis

Native Plants of the Midwest, by regional plant expert Alan Branhagan, features the best native
plants in the heartland and offers clear and concise guidance on how to use them in the garden.
Plant profiles for more than 500 species of trees, shrubs, vines, perennials, ground covers, bulbs,
and annuals contain the common and botanical names, growing information, tips on using the plant
in a landscape, and advice on related plants. Youa ™Il learn how to select the right plant and how to
design with native plants. Helpful lists of plants for specific purposes are shared throughout. This
comprehensive book is for native plant enthusiasts and home gardeners in Ohio, Michigan, Indiana,
lllinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, lowa, Missouri, Nebraska, North and South Dakota, northern

Arkansas, and eastern Kansas. A
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Customer Reviews

a ceAlan has masterfully infused the spirit of the Midwest into a practical book onA native plants for
gardeners and naturalists alike.a & "Richard Hawke, Plant Evaluation Manager and Associate
Scientist atA Chicago Botanic Garden & ceWhether you are a native plant aficionado or simply
looking to add regionally appropriate plants to your landscape, this book will become a valued
addition to your library.a « & "Edward S. Lyon, director of Reiman Gardens, lowa State University

a ceAs more people are incorporating more natives in their landscapes for their own pleasure,
pollinators, and birds, this book will be used by novice and experienced gardeners alike.& °

a "Booklist & ceThe sheer number of beautiful photographs in this volume provide an excellent way



for readers to browse and become inspired by the beauty of native Midwest plants. . . . Gardeners
wishing to learn more about native Midwest plants from an experienced professional will appreciate
the blending of growing recommendations along with the authord ™s personal experiences using
each plant.a « & "Library Journal & ceSave time, money, and perhaps the most valuable natural
resourcea "watera "by going native in your green space. Native Plants of the Midwest features the
best native plants in the heartland and offers clear and concise guidance on how to use them in the
garden. . . . This comprehensive book is perfect for both plant enthusiasts and home gardeners
looking to reap the benefits of a native garden.a « & "Michigan Gardener & ceWell designed and
richly illustrated, Branhagena ™s book will be of value to landscapers, restoration ecologists, and
home gardeners interested in creating regionally appropriate landscapes.a * & "ChoiceA

a ceWell-researched but accessible plant bible.a « & "The Columbus Dispatch & ceBeautifully
illustrated and thoughtfully written guide to the Midwesta ™s best native plants for home gardens. . .
. an excellent guide to help us choose plants that will offer the home gardener the most success.a ¢

a "The Gateway Gardenera ™s3 «

Create a garden that reflects the unique beauty of the Midwest. Native Plants of the Midwest shows
you the best native plants and how to use them in your garden. This invaluable resource
includes500 species of trees, shrubs, vines, perennials, groundcovers, bulbs, and annualsPlants
that attract native bees, butterflies, birds, and other beneficial wildlifePractical cultivation tips for

adding natives to your garden

My New Favorite ResourceOver the last three years, I've been adding native plants to my garden.
I've read lots of books with mixed results: many seem to expect the garden to be very large and
don’t give the kind of information | was looking for.This book fills those needs and more! Each plant
description gives helpful details such as growth pattern (aggressive, clumping), light or heavy
reseeding, soil type, even specific pollinator details - not every time, but often enough to help me
determine which species would work in a particular situation. Although there are no charts for each
habitat, the information is in the text, and I've been able to come up with my own lists for prairie,
savanna and woodland. This will enable me to come up with plant communities that suit specific
areas of my garden. The author writes as from a gardener’s perspective as well as an educator, and
his insights are very helpful.One other tool I've been using is the Biota of North America website. |
can pinpoint the plant’'s range down to my county and those surrounding. Using this book and the

website will help me make the best combination of natives for my local pollinators.



A great book with the best information on plants in my home area that | have found.

The best and most inforamtive book | have read on the subject of native plants. Readable and

usable. Inspiring!

Great

This book is a wonderful resource and the pictures are AMAZING! This would make a perfect gift for

any native plant lovers on your Christmas list.

an excellent resource for anyone wanting to learn which plants and trees are the best for providing

wildlife habitat

A most excellent book...needs to be on everyone’s bookshelf interested in native plants!

| ordered this book in advance and was very excited about it’s publication. | am terribly
disappointed. | wanted the pictures to be more helpful - | even hoped that it might have several
pictures from seedling to flowering. Perhaps | was expecting to much. | was looking for more of a
Lady Bird Johnson website in print.I am still pouring over the book and may modify my evaluation if |

find other parts more satisfying.
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